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husbands were having a great time in
Australia.

By the 1930s several families had begun
to arrive at Coopers Creek, including the
families of Antonio Saviane; Angelo Bettiol,
Raffaele Bertuola and Virginio Girardi, as
well as the two Durante families and the
two Bettiol families. These men managed
with great sacrifice to bring out the whole
family at once, because most of these
families consisted of one or two children,
whereas other men, especially those

with large families, had more difficulty.
Some brought out their families in stages,
usually the boys first, then, all pooled their
resources and brought out the rest. This
strategy did not always work; as some
family members remained in ltaly and the
children grew up to have a life of their own
there. This happened to Ernesto Durante,
who succeeded in bringing out the older
son first, but the next part of the plan,

that of bringing his wife and younger son
and finally the girls, did not eventuate
because War broke out and the Australian
Government suspended its immigration
intake.

Besides enduring loneliness and
hardships, the Trevisani had 1o overcome
language barriers and racial abuse. One
racial incident occurred in early 1930s at
Coopers Creek Hotel when all the men
were celebrating pay day. Dante Bettiol,
who had been singing, was talkative and
enjoying a beer, surrounded by his paesani
who were speaking in Trevisan. This
infuriated one Australian man who rebuked
them for not speaking English. There was
jostling and an Australian man is reported
to have spat into Dante’s glass. Dante
retaliated and an altercation ensured which
threatened to turn nasty. Fortunately the
other Trevisaniintervened and prised Dante
away. 5 A similar racial incident happened
in Kalgoorlie in 1934, which resulted in a
riot leaving several men dead.

Perhaps because of their sense of
alienation the Trevisan Community from
Coopers Creek was in constant contact
with the paesani in Melbourne. They often
visited on weekends and other times
Antonio Marchiori would drive people to
the city. One place that was frequented by
many was the Saviane boarding house in
Preston.

Giuseppe and Nella Saviane ran a
boarding house which had an important

role for the Trevisani community from
Coopers Creek. As well as a boarding
house, it was a meeting place for many
Trevisani in transit. As people arrived from
ltaly they found temporary accommodation
at the Saviane House. It was at this address
that many families in ltaly sent their letters
in the hope that someone would forward
them on. Many men moved about looking
for work, especially during the Depression,
so their relatives in Italy would address
correspondence to mutual paesani with
the hope that they might pass on the mail.
In Angelo Zanatta’s personal documents
there are many letters addressed to the
Bell Street premises, which were forwarded
onto him in Coopers Creek. Sometimes the
letters were delayed and his wife Anna in
ltaly reproaches him for not writing. Anna
did not understand the circumstances in
Australia and the time taken to distribute
mail that arrived at the Bell Street house
throughout the Italian community. At the
weekends, the house became a centre

for friendly games of bocce and cards
over a cup of coffee. The Trevisani living in
Carlton would also visit and socialise at the
Saviane House.

There was further reinforced bonding of
the community through the celebration of
the sacraments and religious rituals. As
families arrived, the Trevisani women from
Coopers Creek and Jubilee gave birth

to their children in Melbourne hospitals.
Usually children were baptised in the

city as well, sometimes at Saint Patrick’s
Cathedral, before the family returned to

the country. Friends and relatives would
gather in Melbourne to celebrate the
religious ceremony. The godparents
invariably were paesani or extended family.
Godparents held a true responsibility. After
the sacrament all would gather to eat, drink
and sing to the health of the baby. Some
paesani would make the special trip to the
city for the occasion.

The community came together at other
religious ceremonies as well, such as
confirmation and matrimony, thereby
strenghtening relationships and networks
within the community. We can imagine

for example, how advice for employment
opportunities would have been passed
around at such events. It was this sort of
occasion also which helped create the
small community of Trevisaniin Coopers
Creek: word-of-mouth would have prompted
many to venture there for work. Attending
these celebrations in Melbourne was also

5 Maria Durante Girardi in an interview with Diana Ruzzene Grolio in Melbourne 2002.
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an opportunity for Trevisani from country
Victoria to receive much longed-for news
from Italy. More importantly, these gatherings
created a new and larger social world for
the younger people; this is evident by the
number of marriages, some by proxy, within
the community in the late 1930s.

In 1939, the Black Friday bush fires
impacted on the Trevisani community of
Coopers Creek and Jubilee forcing many
men to seek employment in the city. The
fire damages had been extensive in the
whole of Victoria, especially the Gippsland
region. The Argus newspaper described
the enormity of the event. It stated, 'with
a blistering wind that reached a velocity
of 70 miles an hour at times, and a record
temperature of 114 degrees (45 degrees
Celsius) in the city and as high as 120
degrees in the country yesterday. Friday
January 13th was the most appalling fire
day in the history of Victoria'.6

Two million hectares were destroyed and
seventy-one persons lost their lives in the
fire in Victoria; this casualty is still a record
for Victorian bush fires. Some people had
died through being caught out by the fire
and others due to panic:

‘Some had tried everything to save
themnselves, some had gone to save
themselves in the river and as trees and debris
fell they lifted the water level, so that those who
could not swim drowned. Others took safety

in water tanks that had been surrounded by
trees that caught fire. Consequently, the tanks
heated up and the people died in the tank or
Jjumped out and died in the fire.'7

The resettlement of communities and
rebuilding places of work started
immediately. The Bertuola family, who had
lost their home in Jubilee, was relocated
to Coopers Creek. The local community,
ltalians and Australians, banded together
and helped to refurnish a house for them.
Some families such as Girardi, Bettiol and
Durante moved to the city.

With the onset of the Second World War,
the Australian Government introduced,
in 1939, the Aliens Registration Act and
the National Security (Aliens Control)
Regulation, making life miserable for

all ltalians in Australia. Now, all Italians
became ‘enemy aliens’. Those people,
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Letters addressed to the Saviane
boarding house in Preston, which
were redirected to the addressees

who were working in

Coopers Creek. The stamps

are post marked 1936 and 1937.
Photograph courtesy Dovilio Girardi.

newly arrived in Melbourne from Coopers
Creek, as all other Italians, were confined
to the city limits and had to report to the
police station once a week. A total 4,727
people of Italian background were interned
in Australia during the War. 8 The media
often generalised and portrayed ltalians
as Fascists, plotting against Australia’s
security. Between 1940 and 1942 ...

the press and public opinion became
increasingly jittery about the dangers of
ltalians being potential saboteurs, terrorists
and the Fifth Columnists. There occurred
countless instances of people reporting on
ltalian Migrants’ of purportedly suspicious
behaviour’.®

The Trevisani community from Coopers Creek
and Melbourne spent most of the War years
in a state of limbo, with travel restrictions,
food rations, language restrictions, restricted
ownership of cars, housing, radio and other.
Several of the younger Trevisanimen were
forced into the Civil Alien Corp and at least
one was interned.

6 The Argus 14 -1 -1839. Pg 8.

7 Madeline Bertuola Zanatta in an interview with Diana Ruzzene Grollo in Melbourne 2002.
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Quarrymen working in Coopers
Creek in the late 1920s.
Clockwise from left:

Jack Meuleman, Tarcisio
Costantin, Massimo Durante,
Cavallin, Dona Toffoletto, Tony
Marchiori and Luigi Bertuola.
Photograph courtesy G.S. Favrin.

BELOW A copper smelter in
Coopers Creek, ¢1925.
Photograph courtesy

L.M. Simeoni.

The lime kilns and quarry in Coopers Creek
continued to operate during the War, as
lime was deemed an essential industry.
The families of Antonio Marchiori, Cesare
Bettiol, Raffaele Bertuola and several other
Trevisani continued to live and work there.
However, Cesare Bettiol and Raffaele
Bertuola remained unwillingly because of
the restrictions imposed on them: Bertuola
was forbidden to move to Melbourne until
1942 and Bettiol, even though he had
bought a house in the city, was forbidden
to move there until the end of the War, With
the introduction of modern technology, the
White Rock Company was able to operate
with fewer men until 1952 when it closed.

Gradually, those living in the city found
employment and after the War more
Trevisani families bought homes in
Melbourne’s northern suburbs, where even
today their children and grand children
live. The second and third generations
have continued the friendship fostered

by the older Trevisani. The descendants
have become part of the multicultural
society contributing to the overall fabric of
Australia’s people.
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